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CPR LifeLinks Draft Available – Call for Feedback and Comments 

More than 350,000 people experience out-of-hospital cardiac arrests in the U.S. each year; less 

than half of them receive bystander CPR before professional first responders arrive, even 

though early CPR is known to greatly increase an individual's chances of survival. 

CPR LifeLinks, a national initiative to help communities save more lives through the 

implementation of telecommunicator CPR and high-performance CPR programs is underway. A 

draft of the CPR LifeLinks Implementation Toolkit, a how-to guide for EMS and 911 agencies 

interested in implementing programs to improve cardiac arrest survival rates in communities 

across the nation, is now available. It was created by Dr. Bentley Bobrow, a resuscitation expert 

and project lead, in concert with 20 EMS and 911 leaders. The draft is now available and open 

for public comment until October 1, 2018. Please download and complete the provided form 

for comments and indicate if the project team may contact you for further information or 

clarification. Submit your feedback forms and any questions about the CPR LifeLinks 

Implementation Toolkit to nhtsa.national911@dot.gov. Encourage other EMS and 911 experts 

to do the same! 

Please see more information about the webinar scheduled for September 26 on page 2 of this 

newsletter when Dr. Bobrow will share content from the draft of the CPR LifeLinks 

Implementation Toolkit, a how-to guide for EMS and 911 agencies interested in implementing 

programs to improve cardiac arrest survival rates in communities across the nation. You may 

register here. 
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 EMSC Expands Existing Activities 

The EMSC Program received an increase in its congressional appropriation in early 2018, which 

enabled an expansion of existing activities.  The additional funds have been directed to:   

1) bolster support on the new EMSC performance measure to increase the proportion of 

EMS agencies with a Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator (PECC); and  

2) increase rigorous data collection efforts to support studies conducted by the Pediatric 

Emergency Care Applied Research Network.  

As a result, a new Learning Collaborative is launching to support a group of State Partnership 

programs as they identify effective, replicable strategies to spread the PECC model in pre-

hospital settings. Results from this Learning Collaborative will inform and advance efforts across 

the whole program to move this needle. In addition, these funds will develop an automated 

system to collect annual data on this performance measure, reducing burden on EMSC State 

Partnership grantees. 
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http://newems.red7.org/projects/cpr-lifelinks.html
http://newems.red7.org/files/cpr-lifelinks.pdf
http://newems.red7.org/files/cpr-lifelinks.pdf
http://newems.red7.org/files/cpr-lifelinks.pdf
http://newems.red7.org/files/cpr-lifelinks.xlsx
mailto:nhtsa.national911@dot.gov
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5905520226691257602?source=EMS+Webinar+Announcement
mailto:EMSCInnovation@TexasChildrens.org
http://emscimprovement.center/
http://emscimprovement.center/resources/publications/emsc-pulse/
https://www.facebook.com/emscimprovement/
https://twitter.com/EMSCImprovement
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Save the Dates! The EIIC website now has an Events page that 

includes a list of upcoming events and activities pertinent to the EMSC 
community. Please bookmark and visit often.   
 Emergency Nursing 2018 meets in Pittsburg PA September 26-29, 2018. Register 

here.  

 National Highway Transportation Safety Agency Webinar: EMS and 911 Experts 
Unite to Improve CPR, 9/26/18 1pm ET. Register here. The panelists will share: 

o Successes to strengthen the chain of survival for sudden cardiac arrest 
o How collaboration has improved survival rates 
o Suggestions for providing input on the draft CPR LifeLinks Toolkit and tips 

for implementing CPR Improvement programs in your system 

 American College of Emergency Physicians meets in San Diego, October 1-4, 2018. 

 American Academy of Pediatrics will be held November 2-6, 2018 in Orlando. 

 The Association of Healthcare Emergency Preparedness Professionals (AHEPP) 
is hosting their annual conference 11/5-11/7/2018. Registration and a preview of 
sessions are now available.  

 EIIC Webinar: Pediatric Sepsis featuring Dr. Kathleen Brown on 11/14/18 from 
10-11 am ET. Registration required. 

 National Healthcare Coalition Preparedness Conference will be held in New 
Orleans November 27-29, 2018. The registration portal is open.  

 EIIC Webinar: Prehospital Medication Dosing Errors featuring Dr. John Hoyle on 
11/14/18 from 3-4 pm ET. Registration required. 

 Joint Commission 2019 Emergency Preparedness Conference will meet in 
Washington DC, April 23 & 24, 2019. Registration notice pending. 

 Pediatric Academic Societies: April 24-May 1, 2019, Baltimore 

 National Association of State EMS Officials: May 13-16, 2019, Salt Lake City 

 Society for Academic Emergency Medicine: May 14-17, 2019, Las Vegas 

 SAVE THE DATE: EMSC Program Meeting: Week of August 18, 2019, Hilton Crystal 
City. Registration notice pending. 

Resources Available 
Please be sure to watch for items of 
interest to the EMSC Community 
including national projects, 
webinars, and opportunities to 
support EMS for Children on the 
EIIC Facebook page and Twitter. 
We use these channels to 
announce items on short notice. 

AHRQ Stats: Pediatric Emergency 
Department Visits 

Infants and children under age 5 
accounted for more than 40 percent 
of pediatric emergency department 
visits in 2015. (Source: AHRQ, 
Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project 
Statistical Brief #242:Overview of 
Pediatric Emergency Department 
Visits, 2015.) 

Free ACEP Podcasts focus on 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine 

Topics 
Dr. Ryan Stanton podcasts include a 
conversation with Dr. Anna McFarlin 
about pediatric head injury and 
pediatric fever. They discuss tools 
used to assess suspected concussion 
and the parameters for recovery and a 
follow-up, including return to play 
options for the younger athlete. Also, 
in this episode, learn about pediatric 
fever. Other episodes Pediatric 
Trauma, Ketamine use in Pediatric 
Pain, and others can be found through 
ACEP Frontline on SoundCloud or 
iTunes.  

MCHB Director, Division of Home Visiting and Early Childhood 
Systems (DHVECS) Posted 
 
The incumbent will provide national leadership in planning, directing, coordinating, 
monitoring and evaluating national programs that focus on perinatal, infant and 
early childhood health. Within DHVECS, resides the Maternal, Infant and Early 
Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) Program and other maternal, infant and early 
childhood related investments. The vacancy announcement is posted as both a 
Supervisory Public Health Analyst and a Supervisory Medical Officer. Posting closes 
9/24/18. 

EMSCPulse welcomes articles about people, programs, and initiatives related to emergency medical 
services for children. Submit to EMSCInnovation@TexasChildrens.org 

https://emscimprovement.center/events/
https://www.compusystems.com/servlet/ar?evt_uid=224
https://www.compusystems.com/servlet/ar?evt_uid=224
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5905520226691257602?source=EMS+Webinar+Announcement
http://acep.conference-2018.org/
http://aapexperience.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XO5H32M4meF4U2xxxoZmUjKkDOpUNPS8U7pymSokcYVEhIxk1IPyyj2bfBV1UCEjmeWFQqvjSMd9L63DW9lQr9QWlA_7XdgY1Y_Xx0vWDNDWW3pXYm5QDCUOqGzNkLxrerc5zR0mT02uvFJq-MOCCpBn_qub0zITfUd4-EyJnpU=&c=5ecB3JavAjjACkMXolsqQ_0S7Fgo20TyUzKCwvyATjGcnErj9ldNJA==&ch=7bGe25BsmvFIaKqLJ8gbwW3ffj3AQ0huWx7TLj5YPN7KJItENbIgWA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XO5H32M4meF4U2xxxoZmUjKkDOpUNPS8U7pymSokcYVEhIxk1IPyypB8hKHtNgCPOqEJOalAydzFPr8DmNryi4AydIy_8RpH8-u9NL3rXlnANYS2b2t-J46zyhM5MUllGhmWXLSVgSIQLQIMkRRMfOq-9O_zOMHWJadRDYCI7Ae3ynmGgkYpVQfVUlTOzHXDJYUO0_9r6lvzlUeajgrdb003mmGxGWXfbiYeJsk_XrY=&c=5ecB3JavAjjACkMXolsqQ_0S7Fgo20TyUzKCwvyATjGcnErj9ldNJA==&ch=7bGe25BsmvFIaKqLJ8gbwW3ffj3AQ0huWx7TLj5YPN7KJItENbIgWA==
https://texaschildrens.webex.com/webappng/sites/texaschildrens/meeting/info/104060970664501538
http://www.cvent.com/events/national-healthcare-coalition-preparedness-conference/event-summary-e925b6fd8e0f49c583a7d6d647df3977.aspx
https://texaschildrens.webex.com/webappng/sites/texaschildrens/meeting/info/101622246413476329
http://2019.pas-meeting.org/
https://www.nasemso.org/Meetings/Future-NASEMSO-Meetings/index.asp
http://www.saem.org/annual-meeting
https://www.facebook.com/emscimprovement/
https://twitter.com/EMSCImprovement
https://hcup-us.ahrq.gov/reports/statbriefs/sb242-Pediatric-ED-Visits-2015.jsp?utm_source=ahrq&utm_medium=en-1&utm_term=&utm_content=1&utm_campaign=ahrq_en8_21_2018
https://hcup-us.ahrq.gov/reports/statbriefs/sb242-Pediatric-ED-Visits-2015.jsp?utm_source=ahrq&utm_medium=en-1&utm_term=&utm_content=1&utm_campaign=ahrq_en8_21_2018
https://hcup-us.ahrq.gov/reports/statbriefs/sb242-Pediatric-ED-Visits-2015.jsp?utm_source=ahrq&utm_medium=en-1&utm_term=&utm_content=1&utm_campaign=ahrq_en8_21_2018
https://soundcloud.com/acep-frontline/anna-mcfarlin-md
https://soundcloud.com/acep-frontline/anna-mcfarlin-md
https://soundcloud.com/acep-frontline/sean-m-fox-md-facep-faap-pediatric-tauma
https://soundcloud.com/acep-frontline/sean-m-fox-md-facep-faap-pediatric-tauma
https://soundcloud.com/acep-frontline/james-jim-homme-md-facep-ketamine-and-pediatric-pain
https://soundcloud.com/acep-frontline/james-jim-homme-md-facep-ketamine-and-pediatric-pain
https://soundcloud.com/acep-frontline
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/acep-frontline-emergency-medicine/id1063793120?mt=2
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/509899500
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/510106800
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New to EMSC -- Welcome!

Meet New York’s State Partnership Program 
Director! 

Ryan Greenberg has 20 years EMS 

administration experience specializing 

in the development of EMS systems 

and hospital based EMS services. Ryan 

started his career as a volunteer Fire 

Fighter/ EMT and advanced as 

paramedic and EMS administrator 

while always continuing to serve as a 

volunteer. He has successfully led the deployment of eight 

new hospital based ambulance services and served as the 

EMS Director/Chief for four of eight programs during their 

deployments. He has been a dedicated EMS instructor, 

continuing to teach a variety of topics from trauma care to 

“leadership and innovation” and regularly speaks at national 

EMS and Fire conferences.   

Throughout his career, Ryan has chosen to remain close to his 

roots and remains an active Paramedic, Educator and EMS 

Advocate. Ryan first earned his Bachelor's Degree in Business 

Administration from Babson College. Further degrees include 

a Master of Business Administration (MBA) from Seton Hall 

University and recent completion of a program in Bio 

Informatics at Columbia University.  

Ryan sits as on the Executive Committee for the Board of 

Directors for National EMS Management Association and is 

the board liaison for the NEMSMA publication committee and 

the Health & Safety Committee. Past professional 

representation includes Committee Chair for the EMS Officer 

Competencies Committee (which released the “Seven Pillars 

of EMS Officer Competencies”, a national framework on EMS 

Officer leadership), membership on the White House advisory 

council for “Military Credentialing and Licensing” and as a 

representative at the White House for the “Creating Model 

Emergency Response Systems”.   

Ryan is now the Director of Bureau of Emergency Medical 

Services & Trauma Systems for the New York State 

Department of Health. He is responsible for the regulatory 

oversight of 1,800 EMS agencies, 60,000 EMS providers and 

3.5 million requests for medical assistance each year in New 

York State and Director of the EMS for Children State 

Partnership Program. Ryan is dedicated to provider safety, 

patient outcomes and the use of technology and data to help 

advance the EMS system in New York State. 

Meet Iowa’s New State Partnership Program 
Coordinator!  

Joining the Iowa EMS for 

Children office as Coordinator 

is Deb Hummel. Deb is a 

veteran critical care paramedic 

with more than 20 years of 

varied EMS experience. Part of 

that time was spent as a 

member of the neonatal and 

pediatric specialty care teams at two different tertiary care 

hospitals.  

In a previous life, she used her communications BA from the 

University of Northern Iowa in public relations/survey 

research working for a hospital, a global financial company 

and a medical school. Along the way, she picked up a masters 

in healthcare administration with an emphasis in public 

health from Des Moines University. Her supervisors saw it as 

a chance for her to up her game and apply for grants, which 

she did and then got to execute said grants.  

In her spare time, Deb is married to a contractor with one 

son, one dog, one cat, and one fish. She is proud to believe 

that she may have found a job that ties all her past roles 

together and is grateful to be making a difference while in a 

climate controlled environment. 

Vermont has a new Family Advocate!  

Jamie Rainville has a 

bachelor’s degree in 

Psychology and more than 

10 years of experience 

supervising Autism 

Interventionists. Currently, 

Jamie works for Vermont 

Family Network as a Family 

Support Consultant, where 

she helps families statewide, who have children with special 

needs access information, support and resources.  

Born and raised in Vermont, Jamie is the proud mother of a 

rambunctious two and half year old who has a congenital 

heart defect and an uncanny ability to make her feel old and 

young all at the same time. Jamie and her family live in South 

Hero and she enjoys hiking, biking, running and swimming in 

Lake Champlain. 
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Important Joint Statement Released on Spinal Motion Restriction in the Trauma Patient  

The statement represents the collective positions of the American College of Surgeons – Committee on Trauma, the American 

College of Emergency Physicians, and the National Association of EMS Physicians. It was developed to offer guidance on the 

topic of spinal motion restriction (SMR) in the trauma patient and is formally endorsed by many organizations including EIIC 

partners the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Emergency Nurses Association, and the National Association of State EMS 

Officials. The statement can be found via this link: doi:10.1080/10903127.2018.1481476. 

 

CDC Releases Guideline to Improve Care of Children with Mild Traumatic Brain Injury 

On September 4, 2018, the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) released new clinical recommendations for 

healthcare providers treating children with mild traumatic 

brain injury (mTBI), often referred to as concussion. The CDC 

Guideline on the Diagnosis and Management of Mild 

Traumatic Brain Injury Among Children, published in JAMA 

Pediatrics, is based on the most comprehensive review of the 

science on pediatric mTBI to date—covering 25 years of 

research. See the press release and supporting materials 

online.  

 

AAP Updates Recommendations on Car Seats for Children 
In the updated policy statement, “Child Passenger Safety,” and an accompanying technical report, to be published in the 

November 2018 issue of Pediatrics (published online Aug. 30), the AAP recommends children remain in a rear-facing car safety 

seat as long as possible, until they reach the highest weight or height allowed by their seat. Previously, the AAP specified 

children should remain rear-facing at least to age 2; the new recommendation removes the specific age milestone. 

 

Great News! The most recent EMSC Performance Measure (PM) Data Collection Results are in:

Between March 1, 2017 to February 28, 2018, EMSC state 

partnership grantees collected data from EMS agencies 

within their states related to having an individual responsible 

for pediatric emergency care coordination (PECC) and the 

frequency and types of pediatric psychomotor skills 

evaluation done within state EMS agencies (PMs 2 and 

3).  Nearly 8,200 agencies replied, representing more 

than 370,000 providers across the states and territories. The 

results show that 23% of agencies already have a PECC, and 

many others are in the process of planning to add a 

PECC.  The PECC is shared among multiple agencies about ¼ 

of the time. About a quarter of agencies (24%) currently have 

moderate to extensive training (a score of 6 or more on a 12-

point scale) in place to evaluate EMS providers skills using 

pediatric equipment. Agencies most often use simulated 

patients or skills stations to evaluate EMS providers’ 

psychomotor skills.   

In addition, from May 15, 2018 to August 15, 2018, EMSC 

state partnership grantees also collected data from hospitals 

in their states related to interfacility transfer guidelines and 

transfer agreements (PMs 6 and 7).  The national response 

rate for the survey was 79%, with 3,527 hospitals completing 

the survey.  58% of hospitals nationally have guidelines that 

include all 8 desired components, and 69% have transfer 

agreements in place.  These two procedures help to ensure 

efficient and safe transfer of ill and injured pediatric patients 

to the most appropriate hospital for definitive care.  

A special thanks to all State/Territory EMSC program 

managers and directors for achieving such amazing response 

rates and helping us to collect this important 

information.  And thank you to the NEDARC team for their 

assistance in gathering and analyzing the survey data.  Job 

well done!

Key Recommendations from the CDC Pediatric mTBI Guideline  

1. Do not routinely image patients to diagnose mTBI. 
2. Use validated, age-appropriate symptom scales to 

diagnose mTBI. 
3. Assess evidence-based risk factors for prolonged 

recovery. 
4. Provide patients with instructions on return to activity 

customized to their symptoms. 
5. Counsel patients to return gradually to non-sports 

activities after no more than 2-3 days of rest. 
 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10903127.2018.1481476
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2018/p0904-tbi-guidelines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/traumaticbraininjury/PediatricmTBIGuideline.html
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2018/08/28/peds.2018-2460
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2018/08/28/peds.2018-2461
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New Reunification Planning Tool Available 

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) is pleased to announce the new 

release of a tool titled, “Family Reunification Following Disasters: A Planning Tool 

for Health Care Facilities”. This tool was inspired by discussions within an AAP 

Disaster Preparedness Advisory Council Subcommittee on Reunification Planning 

and produced in collaboration with the Massachusetts General Hospital Center for 

Disaster Medicine with support from the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. The purpose of this tool is to provide guidance and templates for 

hospitals as they review and update their plans to provide information, support 

services, and safe reunification assistance to family members of patients who 

have experienced disasters. For additional information, contact the AAP via e-mail 

at DisasterReady@aap.org. 

 

Critical Crossroads: Pediatric Mental Health and the Emergency Care Continuum

As part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

(HHS), Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 

commitment to address the urgent mental health concerns 

and serious mental illness, HRSA launched an agency-wide 

effort to identify innovative and collaborative strategies to 

address this public health issue in new, impactful ways. This 

prompted a collaboration led by the HRSA Maternal and Child 

Health Bureau (MCHB) Emergency Medical Services for 

Children (EMSC) Program, in partnership with the Federal 

Office of Rural Health Policy (FORHP). Together, EMSC and 

FORHP examined the rising number of children seen in 

emergency departments (EDs) experiencing a mental health 

crisis, the gaps in hospital preparedness to provide continuity 

of care for these patients, and the impact it is having on 

children and their families. This resulted in the launch of the 

Critical Crossroads: Improving Emergency Care for Children in 

Mental Health Crisis project in late 2017.  

Critical Crossroads was conceived as a partnership to support 

the mission of improving emergency care for children in 

mental health crisis, with particular acknowledgment to the 

disproportionate burden in rural areas, where services are 

often limited. Emergency Departments around the country 

are increasingly becoming the safety net for a fragmented 

mental health infrastructure in which children and 

adolescents are among the most vulnerable populations. 

While there has been a reported 40 percent increase in 

pediatric mental health visits to the ED, data from the 2013 

National Pediatric Readiness Assessment, provided by 

NEDARC, found that only 47.2% of hospital EDs have a 

children’s mental health policy; within rural areas, this drops 

to 33%. In addition, while over half of all EDs report having 

designated transfer guidelines for children with mental health 

issues, only 38% of rural and remote EDs have such 

guidelines. 

To date, HRSA EMSC has led a cross-governmental approach 

that has fostered federal partnerships and stakeholder 

engagement dedicated to the mission of improving 

emergency care for children in mental health crisis, resulting 

in the centralization of resources into a Critical Crossroads 

Care Pathway Toolkit.  The toolkit is intended to help improve 

the coordination and continuity of care of children in 

emergency mental health crisis. The toolkit walks the user 

through the existing resources available that support the 

creation of a customized care pathway through various stages 

of patient management, which can be adjusted as 

appropriate to an individual facility and its available 

community resources. It is intended to provide helpful 

resources to support customized care pathways, and serve as 

a piece in the larger web of addressing an aspect of care for 

children’s mental health needs. A national Launch of this 

toolkit is projected in early 2019.

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.aap.org_en-2Dus_Documents_AAP-2DReunification-2DToolkit.pdf%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DqS4goWBT7poplM69zy_3xhKwEW14JZMSdioCoppxeFU%26r%3DezNizNW17JQHWpf4qlTf1oPvf979V9CJEuTY8f-cW9D-jHlspppUwpPdGgIeXr7b%26m%3DR6RscvUywy0iwvJcyAvunBAhQC03Y7vz-DQpZKGBTf8%26s%3DWShCJPe_V2iUqoH6T998S2fOYs90H33hLa60xJtLB_A%26e%3D&data=02%7C01%7CLAird%40aap.org%7C161a370c5afd477177cb08d608566269%7C686a5effab4f4bad8f3a22a2632445b9%7C0%7C0%7C636705564457731355&sdata=%2FpBVGi9yo3fUtRdv%2FuNpsvo9241ZB%2Bjr4KfZ8NEnajw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.aap.org_en-2Dus_Documents_AAP-2DReunification-2DToolkit.pdf%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DqS4goWBT7poplM69zy_3xhKwEW14JZMSdioCoppxeFU%26r%3DezNizNW17JQHWpf4qlTf1oPvf979V9CJEuTY8f-cW9D-jHlspppUwpPdGgIeXr7b%26m%3DR6RscvUywy0iwvJcyAvunBAhQC03Y7vz-DQpZKGBTf8%26s%3DWShCJPe_V2iUqoH6T998S2fOYs90H33hLa60xJtLB_A%26e%3D&data=02%7C01%7CLAird%40aap.org%7C161a370c5afd477177cb08d608566269%7C686a5effab4f4bad8f3a22a2632445b9%7C0%7C0%7C636705564457731355&sdata=%2FpBVGi9yo3fUtRdv%2FuNpsvo9241ZB%2Bjr4KfZ8NEnajw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:DisasterReady@aap.org
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Dear Opioid-Addicted Moms-To-Be, We Are Here for You  

The organization MotherToBaby and Sarah G. Običan, MD share information about the 

national opioid epidemic, which, like in the general population is growing among 

pregnant women. In a recent blog entitled “Dear Opioid-Addicted Moms-To-Be, We Are 

Here for You” Dr. Običan shares information, resources and hope for addicted moms that the health practitioners who care for 

them.  

 

Additional Resources for Children/Youth During and After Natural Disasters 

Behavioral Health Conditions in Children and Youth Exposed to Natural Disasters This 20-page issue of the Disaster Technical 

Assistance Center Supplemental Research Bulletin focuses on mental health and substance use (behavioral health) conditions in 

children and adolescents following exposure to natural disasters such as hurricanes, tornadoes, and earthquakes. It discusses 

the challenges faced by children and adolescents following natural disasters; sheds light on behavioral health consequences 

(such as PTSD, depression, and acute stress disorder) of being exposed to traumatic events; and presents various ways to reduce 

lasting impacts of such events. 

Disaster Planning: Infant and Child Feeding This Web page provides tips for feeding children safely when disaster strikes. 

Natural disasters, such as hurricanes, floods, wildfires, earthquakes, and tornadoes, can make it hard for parents and caregivers 

to feed their infants and young children safely. Tips are written for parents and caregivers, emergency relief workers, and 

healthcare providers, and a list of resources is provided. 

Youth.gov -- Ensuring youth and their families know what to do in an emergency and that the unique needs and assets of youth 

are included in disaster preparedness, prevention, response, and recovery efforts is critical. While many individuals report that 

they are aware of disasters and their potential effects, fewer report that they have undertaken steps to plan for or prepare for 

disasters. Prevention and preparedness refer to the planning and actions that occur prior to a disaster. Some of the latest 

Federal resources are available here.  

 

 

HHS Awards $125 Million to Support Quality Improvement 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announced $125 million in Quality Improvement grant awards to 1,352 

community health centers across all U.S. states, territories and the District of Columbia in August. Funded by the Health 

Resources and Services Administration, health centers will use these funds to continue to improve quality, efficiency, and the 

effectiveness of healthcare delivery in the communities they serve.  

HRSA’s Quality Improvement grant awards promote continued community health center improvements in the following 

categories: 1) Expanding access to comprehensive care, improving care quality and outcomes, 2) increasing comprehensive care 

delivery in a cost-effective way, 3) addressing health disparities, 4) advancing the use of health information technology, and 5) 

delivering patient-centered care. 

Community health centers that exceed national clinical quality benchmarks, like Healthy People 2020 goals, receive special 

designation as National Quality Leaders. The top 30 percent of community health centers that achieve the best overall clinical 

performance receive designation as Health Center Quality Leaders. 

For more information on HRSA funded community health centers and for a list of aware recipients, see the press release. 

  

https://mothertobaby.org/baby-blog/dear-opioid-addicted-moms-to-be-we-are-here-for-you/
https://mothertobaby.org/baby-blog/dear-opioid-addicted-moms-to-be-we-are-here-for-you/
https://www.samhsa.gov/sites/default/files/srb-childrenyouth-8-22-18.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/features/disasters-infant-feeding/
https://youth.gov/youth-topics/youth-disaster-preparedness-and-response
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2018/08/15/hhs-awards-125-million-support-community-health-center-quality-improvement.html
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New Forever Stamp Salutes First Responders 

On Sept 13, 2018, the U.S. Postal Service honored firefighters, law 

enforcement officers, emergency medical service professionals and 

other emergency personnel with an Honoring First Responders 

Forever stamp. “Our nation’s first responders rush into life-

threatening situations for the benefit of others,” said Guy Cottrell, 

the Postal Inspection Service’s Chief Postal Inspector and 

dedicating official. “The Postal Service is pleased to honor their 

skill, dedication and unfailing bravery with this stamp." Artist Brian 

Stauffer worked with art director and designer Antonio Alcalá and 

designer Ricky Altizer to create this stamp. When sharing news 

about the new stamp on social media, users are encouraged to use 

#HonoringFirstResponders and #FirstRespondersStamps. 

ARCHIVED WEBINARS  

Trick or Trach: Taking the Fright Out of Tracheostomy Care for 
EMS Providers 

The team at SSMHealth Cardinal Glennon Children's Hospital presented 

information about their Special Needs Tracking & Awareness Response 

System (STARS) program followed by very important information on the 

prehospital treatment of children with a tracheostomy. We encourage wide 

spread dissemination of this well-done webinar that was presented 

September 6, 2018.  You can follow the STARS program on Facebook 

(@STARS for Special Needs Pediatric Patients) or Instagram @stars.ems. 

 

Adolescent Mental Health Screening 

Drs. Shilpa Patel, Jacqueline Grupp-Phelan and Nicolaus Glomb presented the epidemiology of adolescent suicide, prehospital 

management of adolescent behavioral health and suicide screening and brief interventions in the emergency department.  

Slides and the webinar recording are now on the EIIC website.  

TEEX – MGT439 -- Pediatric Disaster Response and Emergency Preparedness 

DHS/FEMA – Funded Course 

Did you know that since September 2014 when the program started TEEX Mgt 439 has provided 188 classes of pediatric 
disaster training to communities. The program has trained 6,365 students from all disciplines  (including Hospitals, Nurses, 
Physicians, Disaster Volunteer Organizations, Law, Red Cross, EMS, Public Health, Child Care, Juvenile Justice, Schools, 

Emergency Preparedness Professionals from local, state and federal levels). 

The course is free. It is two days long. Minimum 30 students up to 60 students per class to offer the course. All locals need to 
do is support the registration and provide the training site. Executive Summary is located at 
https://teex.org/documentsresources/MGT-439-Pediatric-Disaster-Response.pdf and currently scheduled courses are listed 
here. Contact Juan Guerrero for more information. Phone: 9798621063 | Tollfree: (866) 878-8900 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HTc1EeUj7Cc
https://www.facebook.com/STARS-for-Special-Needs-Pediatric-Patients-361213944080497/
https://emscimprovement.center/documents/1025/Combined_Slides_FINAL.pdf
https://youtu.be/Emy-L2vme-A
https://emscimprovement.center/resources/emsc-webinars/
https://teex.org/documentsresources/MGT-439-Pediatric-Disaster-Response.pdf
https://teex.org/Pages/Class.aspx?course=MGT439&courseTitle=Pediatric+Disaster+Response+and+Emergency+Preparedness
mailto:juan.guerrero@teex.tamu.edu

