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Ohio EMSC Takes Unique Approach to Engage EMS Leaders in Pediatric 
Emergency Care Coordinator Workshops & Surveys 

This fall, the Ohio Division of EMS, Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) Program 
presented workshops to Ohio EMS agencies throughout the state to familiarize EMS leaders 
with the concept of Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator (PECC). “Introducing a ‘point-
person’ with responsibility for child advocacy within emergency care organizations is perhaps 
the most important EMSC contribution to pediatrics to date,” emphasizes Dr. Hamilton 
Schwartz, Ohio’s EMSC Advisory Committee Chairperson. Ohio has initiated that request to 
EMS agencies.  

While agencies have discretion to determine just what a PECC looks like for them, the idea is to 
have someone who is responsible for making sure that pediatric care is included in all facets of 
operations for the agency. In an effort to minimize any confusion around this new concept, the 
Ohio EMSC Committee chose to pre-emptively educate EMS agencies through these 
workshops. Workshops are scheduled throughout the state until December.  

The workshop is comprised of three full-session presentations and three small-group breakout 
sessions. The first session, Introduction to PECC, designed by Dr. Julie Leonard, member of the 
Ohio EMSC Committee and co-author of Resource Document: Coordination of Pediatric 
Emergency Care in EMS Systems, covers some of the previous efforts at improving pediatric 
emergency care and highlights the new EMSC Performance Measures. After the introduction, a 
sample of potential barriers to implementation is presented, with discussion encouraged. This 
session, from Dr. Naa Adorkor Allotey, Ohio EMSC State Partnership Program Director, lists 
examples of potential issues in acceptance of the PECC concept and potential solutions. 

Following discussion around barriers, workshop attendees break into three groups, each 
discussing a different aspect of the potential duties of a PECC. The three sessions focus on 
quality improvement, protocol development, and skill assessment for pediatric patients at the 
pre-hospital level. These sessions are led by experts in pediatric care and are designed to 
encourage participants to volunteer their own experiences in these areas, leading to discussion 
and brainstorming for solutions that can be shared with their respective agencies. 

The workshop wraps up with a summary of the Ohio EMSC program’s efforts designed by 
Program Coordinator Joe Stack. The workshop participants are shown examples of ongoing 
projects and results of surveys of hospitals and EMS agencies, with a reminder that Ohio EMSC 
began its EMS survey on November 1 and encourages those present to help spread the word 
about the survey and the PECC concept. 

The short-term expectation for these workshops is to help promote the EMS survey and the 
PECC concept, not for immediate changes in EMS agency behavior. However, through 
providing this information in a face-to-face format, and supporting it with helpful information 
on the Ohio EMSC website for agencies needing assistance, the hope is that we are creating 
pediatric champions at the EMS agency level, and that this concept can be easily implemented 
throughout Ohio’s out-of-hospital care system. Questions? Contact Johanna Pickett.  
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Save the Dates!  

The EIIC website now has an Events page that includes a list of 
upcoming events and activities pertinent to the EMSC 
community. Please bookmark and visit often.   

 Contribute to EMS Agenda 2050 The EMS Agenda 2050 document will guide the 
direction of EMS in the United States moving forward. Regional meetings are being 
held to provide an opportunity for stakeholders to participate in the process of 
developing the Agenda. As pediatric advocates for enhancing quality in EMS, we 
encourage your engagement in future public meetings throughout the U.S. Attendees 
will meet and discuss the future of EMS with the project's Technical Expert Panel 
(TEP), a group of nine individuals with wide-ranging and diverse experiences within 
EMS systems and healthcare organizations. Regional meetings have already occurred 
in Maryland & Minnesota. Two more meetings will be held on the following 
dates/locations: 

 January 17, 2018 | Los Angeles, CA 

 March 1, 2018 | Dallas, TX 
Pre-registration for these meetings is required. In addition to the regional meetings, 
many other opportunities exist to provide input and feedback. Suggestions and 
comments are always welcome via the project website. The EMS Agenda 2050 will 
host webinars and conference listening sessions, and anyone is encouraged to reach 
out to members of the TEP or organizational liaisons. A timeline of opportunities for 
collaboration and input is available here. 

 Road to Zero Coalition Meeting - December 12th from 9 am – noon (EST) in 
Washington, D.C.  You can register to attend via this link and if you cannot attend in 
person, it will be broadcast live interactive webcast where remote viewers can 
participate live in the Q&A. 

 Details for the EMSC 2018 Meeting (April 30th – May 2nd) announced during the 
most recent town hall are still being finalized. Please bookmark this site 
<https://emscimprovement.center/events/eiic-and-emsc-meetings/430-522018-
emsc-2018-meeting/> as it will be updated as soon as more information is available.  

 

 
 

Resources Available 
 The recording of the EMSC Town 

Hall Meeting held on November 7, 
2017 was recorded, archived and is 
now available online. 

Please be sure to watch out for 
items of interest to the EMSC 
Community including national 

projects, webinars, and 
opportunities to support EMS for 

Children on the EIIC Facebook page 
and Twitter. We use these channels 
to announce items on short notice. 

Are you, or do you know of 
any new EMSC personnel? 

If so, please forward name, position, 
and contact information to 
HRSAEMSC@hrsa.gov so the program 
can keep the information up to date. 
Don’t forget to update the Interactive 
Database, too! 
 
 
 

Resources Available 
 In response to many recent 

requests for specific technical 
assistance, ASPR TRACIE created 
resource pages on the following 
topics: Health Care Coalitions; 
Hurricanes; Infectious Diseases; 
Mass Violence; and Drug Shortages 
and Scarce Resources. They hope 
these pages can help stakeholders 
quickly access the topic-specific 
information they need. All ASPR 
TRACIE-developed resources can 
also be located by using the search 
bar located at the top of every 
ASPR TRACIE web page way or by 
accessing this resource page 

 

EMSCPulse welcomes articles about people, programs, and initiatives related to emergency medical services for 
children. Submit to EMSCInnovation@TexasChildrens.org 

https://emscimprovement.center/events/
http://redflashgroup.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=4fc16bc3cc5a64732265e3bca&id=cd8ffdeec9&e=e2ef8f14f4
http://redflashgroup.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4fc16bc3cc5a64732265e3bca&id=9df78d6b10&e=e2ef8f14f4
http://redflashgroup.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4fc16bc3cc5a64732265e3bca&id=07cd18e5c6&e=e2ef8f14f4
http://redflashgroup.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4fc16bc3cc5a64732265e3bca&id=fec5c66b38&e=e2ef8f14f4
http://redflashgroup.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4fc16bc3cc5a64732265e3bca&id=df1483372c&e=e2ef8f14f4
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfC7uH8US8wefLmTynmkrQf4usjR1EdYuA3znT79hFyPuEbug/viewform
https://emscimprovement.center/events/eiic-and-emsc-meetings/430-522018-emsc-2018-meeting/
https://emscimprovement.center/events/eiic-and-emsc-meetings/430-522018-emsc-2018-meeting/
https://emscimprovement.center/news/emsc-town-hall-recording-november-7-2017-available-online/
https://www.facebook.com/emscimprovement/
https://twitter.com/EMSCImprovement
mailto:HRSAEMSC@hrsa.gov
https://emscimprovement.center/emsc-grantee-contact-list/
https://emscimprovement.center/emsc-grantee-contact-list/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QBZjoWHNoPgMFYWCHXBjBdGcjlb8EnRSPHnrlXDolHV-Aizgd55RxiHAWKsEBzH26jyma7XRC9WzY1fmK9-cBT1qOpzN3DEX9DpXnbKmXTmRiUkivp2sEgKv4lfPHL-O_BdgAdAv6tfzUvIUxI9bl-TpgoP-MJ9RPECKdF5o3u8o2lL92k6dvRdlhxKxVfzS&c=5ottBVISKG3Y6lh3GWi0WYYY_rF4QwYBYW6T0tHBag1fgQ2l6IXmyw==&ch=QxjzEkaqRi6NhesYaLPRR8CGaADgJt7UsEo4nDW3s96asgWxdEbLVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QBZjoWHNoPgMFYWCHXBjBdGcjlb8EnRSPHnrlXDolHV-Aizgd55Rxu3QLkQ4KmczNgyzfAv03NuBGXZGQ71UU4lX2waTng5yN-RFSVrLLotD7F64Sgh_vQMqIgkqAJqSPg5FRQOcL1MvMBJmU52iuoBSX9jnWOMzZR4yxx2lJvECsB3B_i0CUrHH7XKPjUD0WwMg5A_RLF0=&c=5ottBVISKG3Y6lh3GWi0WYYY_rF4QwYBYW6T0tHBag1fgQ2l6IXmyw==&ch=QxjzEkaqRi6NhesYaLPRR8CGaADgJt7UsEo4nDW3s96asgWxdEbLVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QBZjoWHNoPgMFYWCHXBjBdGcjlb8EnRSPHnrlXDolHV-Aizgd55Rxtjc_ub9WtYp37EMkjCERcDDgUbVWM28-xAwxeKyfWgDMfUi5U2yHyetUvXPi4njsF48h2e5axgDYjqpQ9byGn1HeXflJvN76qvTLktxP6FfYvijMuXT8PYJaR4dALfovXbMIFWUx9DjbS7gC9oH5mk=&c=5ottBVISKG3Y6lh3GWi0WYYY_rF4QwYBYW6T0tHBag1fgQ2l6IXmyw==&ch=QxjzEkaqRi6NhesYaLPRR8CGaADgJt7UsEo4nDW3s96asgWxdEbLVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QBZjoWHNoPgMFYWCHXBjBdGcjlb8EnRSPHnrlXDolHV-Aizgd55Rxtjc_ub9WtYpXDdFePEaToCVRcHIIpYRprXGCK1lc3eyBsM_QOQOJmt1khGzrXfQFWhotjUb5RjalwRgMMgy3-HJXRzqHpXnCl7WstS7fB5YklNG0LEdocMtg1C3MhqzuRrz3Ud-ElEd&c=5ottBVISKG3Y6lh3GWi0WYYY_rF4QwYBYW6T0tHBag1fgQ2l6IXmyw==&ch=QxjzEkaqRi6NhesYaLPRR8CGaADgJt7UsEo4nDW3s96asgWxdEbLVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QBZjoWHNoPgMFYWCHXBjBdGcjlb8EnRSPHnrlXDolHV-Aizgd55Rxu3QLkQ4KmczspKjyct76Nn2aq2oq4nhChP44pu0kMVKrrWih8g8_125L2BMwG73k1fP1kOZuor22GO2fiykZsj8oZBU1UK2lOs2OwG42kjNiIUnhko6YPSK3Gqk2h1qNA4kuKfDnjlZjmNb5UQrrAs=&c=5ottBVISKG3Y6lh3GWi0WYYY_rF4QwYBYW6T0tHBag1fgQ2l6IXmyw==&ch=QxjzEkaqRi6NhesYaLPRR8CGaADgJt7UsEo4nDW3s96asgWxdEbLVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QBZjoWHNoPgMFYWCHXBjBdGcjlb8EnRSPHnrlXDolHV-Aizgd55Rxu3QLkQ4KmczspKjyct76Nn2aq2oq4nhChP44pu0kMVKrrWih8g8_125L2BMwG73k1fP1kOZuor22GO2fiykZsj8oZBU1UK2lOs2OwG42kjNiIUnhko6YPSK3Gqk2h1qNA4kuKfDnjlZjmNb5UQrrAs=&c=5ottBVISKG3Y6lh3GWi0WYYY_rF4QwYBYW6T0tHBag1fgQ2l6IXmyw==&ch=QxjzEkaqRi6NhesYaLPRR8CGaADgJt7UsEo4nDW3s96asgWxdEbLVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QBZjoWHNoPgMFYWCHXBjBdGcjlb8EnRSPHnrlXDolHV-Aizgd55Rxtjc_ub9WtYpU7RRqLPwjbB1Hg5lFV6-ErEHNUpzNMacyJww-KO_2WEmN2Zf5XauoNNXFHrZvFfVHxU7AEA9G2SDK_6kXjcW6wdDcLCaaVSmfbVoJrXmfasS747LfEdOhNkBg3Z-eeHq3CVfDnVA3RI=&c=5ottBVISKG3Y6lh3GWi0WYYY_rF4QwYBYW6T0tHBag1fgQ2l6IXmyw==&ch=QxjzEkaqRi6NhesYaLPRR8CGaADgJt7UsEo4nDW3s96asgWxdEbLVA==
mailto:EMSCInnovation@TexasChildrens.org


 
 
 

3  EMSCPulse 

 

Update on State Disaster Preparedness Funding from the AAP 

As part of its collaborative work with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)  Children's Preparedness Unit, the 

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) offered a funding opportunity to AAP chapters, states, or regions to support 

implementation of state-level activities designed to improve pediatric infectious disease and natural disaster emergency 

preparedness.  

Six AAP chapters and one district were approved to receive support in 2017. For more information, including the details of each 

project’s activities, please visit the AAP State Preparedness Web page! For additional information and resources, also see the 

AAP Children and Disasters Website, or request to be added to an electronic mailing list to receive updates by e-mailing 

DisasterReady@aap.org. 

Welcome to EMSC!  

 Connecticut Program Coordinator Victoria Barnes. She 

can be reached at Victoria.barnes@ynhh.org. 

 Connecticut Program Manager Thomas Martin. He can be 

reached at Thomas.martin@ynhh.org. 

 Louisiana Program Director Gail Gibson. She can be 

reached at gail.gibson@la.gov. 

 New Hampshire Program Manager Anna Sessa. She can 

be reached at Anna.K.Sessa@hitchcock.org. 

 North Dakota Program Manager Amy Keller. She can be 

reached at abkeller@nd.gov or 701-328-295. 

 Vermont Program Manager Kari Hancock. You may reach 

her at kari.hancock@vermont.gov

 

EIIC Changes Coming 

Effective December 22, Diaa Alquasairi, PhD will be moving 

on from the EIIC. He has accepted a position in the consulting 

world. We wish him all the best in his future endeavors! 

Over the past year, Diaa has been instrumental in providing 

support for the State Partnership, Prehospital, Disaster 

Preparedness, and Research domains of the EIIC's work. He 

has been a valuable member of the EIIC team, and his skills in 

strategic planning and project leadership will be definite 

assets in his new endeavors. More details about additional 

personnel changes and an EIIC reorganization will follow in an 

upcoming issue of the EMSCPulse.

 

Recently Released ASPR TRACIE Webinar 

On November 1, health and social service representatives from Louisiana shared lessons learned from the 2016 floods on the 

Health and Social Services Recovery Lessons Learned from the 2016 Louisiana Flooding webinar. Learn how they managed their 

recovery; organized, designed, and implemented federally compliant recovery programs; and delivered the best possible 

services to their communities. The webinar recording is available here and slides here.  

New NHTSA Video Explains the Importance of EMS Data Collection and Use

The NHTSA Office of EMS recently released a two-minute 

video that shows how EMS data is used to improve EMS 

systems and patient care at the local, state, and national 

levels. You can find it on EMS.gov or YouTube.  

It's important that every member of the EMSC community 

understand the vital role that data and information can play 

in improving the safety and effectiveness of EMS. It's the 

frontline providers caring for people every day who generate 

and collect this information - and the better they understand 

how it benefits their patients and communities, the better 

the quality of the data.  

Creating a culture of science and data in EMS takes a 

concerted effort by all of us. Please share the video and 

message about data in order to reach the broader EMS 

workforce across the nation.  
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Protecting Patient Access to Emergency 
Medications Act (H.R. 304) signed into law 

by President Trump 
The President has signed into law the Protecting Patient 

Access to Emergency Medications Act (H.R. 304), which 

passed the House of Representatives in January and the 

Senate by unanimous consent on Friday, Nov. 17. 

The bill reestablishes the ability of emergency medical 

care providers, such as paramedics, to administer 

certain life-saving medications to critical patients 

without unnecessary delay, which was put in question 

by recent U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) 

regulatory deliberations. The National Association of 

EMS Physicians (NAEMSP) and others worked directly 

with the DEA once the federal agency stated its 

intentions to criminalize the use of standing orders, 

which would have made it illegal for EMS providers to 

dispense controlled medications - including treatments 

for life-threatening allergic reactions and severe pain - in 

a timely manner. The new law amends the Controlled 

Substances Act to ensure EMS personnel may use 

standing orders to administer a controlled substance in 

cases in which a delay in treatment could result in harm 

or death to the patient. 

"This life-saving legislation is the product of three years 

of hard work and patient determination from the 

members, our partners American College of Emergency 

Physicians (ACEP) and the National Association of 

Emergency Medical Technicians (NAEMT) and our 

advocates in Congress," said Dr. Ritu Sahni, Chair of 

NAEMSP's Advocacy Committee. "We are proud to have 

led this charge and we will continue to collaborate with 

the healthcare community and advocate for our patients 

and medical care providers across the nation."  

"Thanks to this new law, EMS personnel can continue to 

administer life-saving drugs as quickly as they can reach 

and assess the patient, saving valuable minutes in the 

delivery of care," said ENA President Karen Wiley, MSN, 

RN, CEN. "This is an important victory for the delivery of 

high-quality emergency care to patients who need it 

most." 

EMSC STATE PARTNERSHIP GRANT 

APPLICATION TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

WEBINAR 

The EMSC State Partnership Grant Application Technical 

Assistance Webinar held on November 21, 2017 at 4 pm 

ET was recorded and archived. It is now available 

online.  

Updates Released for EMR and EMT National EMS 
Scope of Practice Model 

Changes reflect latest evidence on narcotic antagonists, 

hemorrhage control     

Effective November 1, 2017, the administration of 

narcotic antagonists, application of tourniquets, and use 

of wound packing have been added to the Emergency 

Medical Responder and Emergency Medical Technician 

licensure levels in the National EMS Scope of Practice 

Model. The changes are available on EMS.gov. This 

emergent update comes in the midst of a two-year 

collaboration between the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration (NHTSA) Office of EMS and the 

National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO) 

to revise the National EMS Scope of Practice Model.   

"These changes reflect the ability of EMS personnel at all 

levels to deliver evidence-based, life-saving care to 

members of their communities," said Jon Krohmer, MD, 

director of the NHTSA Office of EMS. "The work of 

NASEMSO, the project leaders and all the stakeholders 

who participated in the process will advance EMS 

systems across the country." 

As part of the revision of the National EMS Scope of 

Practice Model, NHTSA asked NASEMSO to develop a 

rapid process for emergent changes to the model. 

Following a deliberative process informed by peer-

reviewed literature and data from the National EMS 

Information System (NEMSIS), NASEMSO and the 

project's subject matter expert panel used this new 

evidence and data to develop these emergency changes 

on narcotic antagonists and hemorrhage control. 
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